
Lord Willing 
 
James 4:13-14 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town 
and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”-- yet you do not know what tomorrow will 
bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 
 
• Let’s begin with what James DOES NOT say in this section:  
 
 (1) Planning is bad;  
 (2) The future is not important;  
 
• What is James’ saying in this section:  
 
 (1) Planning mean attention and intention;  
 (2) Planning without God at the center is arrogant 
 (3) Planning apart from an understanding of His sovereignty is ignoring God altogether  
 
James 4:15-16 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, 
you boast in your arrogance.  
 
• “If the Lord wills…” has become a statement that is cliché in Christian culture. But what does it 
mean for the believer?  
 
 (1) Prayer 
 (2) Sought the Holy Spirit 
 (3) Sought God’s Word 
 (4) Sought counsel (not agreement) 
 (5) Held plans with open hands 
 
James 4:17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.  
 
• The goal is to become more like Jesus;  
• James writes of the sins of omission; that is, what we should do, but don’t 
• Making plans is not bad, but smart; aligning our will to God’s will is not simply good, but wise 
• Jesus had options yet took stock of what He was sent to do— 
 
 - “For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.” 
(John 6:38) 
 
 - “I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.” (John 17:4)  
 

 
What Does This Look Like Practically?  
 
→ Know the size of your plate (capacity) 
→ Take things off of your plate that don’t need to be there 
→ Prioritize  
 


