
The Deadly Tongue 

James 3:1-2 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who 
teach will be judged with greater strictness. For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does 
not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 
 
• James begins by introducing a concern on practical realities for teachers:  
 
 (1) teachers will be judged stricter by God;  
 
 (2) not everyone is called to be a teacher;  
 
• As James addresses the church regarding teachers, I thought I’d do the same for those aspiring to 
be teachers or leaders in the church or are, already, a teacher by providing 3 recommendations:  
 
 (1) Be patient; 
 
 (2) Pursue humility; 
 
 (3) You will be judged by God and criticized by others 
 
• We ALL stumble-- sadly, often times, in the church, many are ready to throw rocks at one another. 
And while words and language matter, godliness is also of greater importance;  
 
• Often times, many are ready to gossip, criticize, and attack rather than offer grace, mercy, and 
overlooking an offense 
 
 - “Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense.” (Proverbs 
19:11)  
 - What rock do you need to let go of?  
 
James 3:3-8 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole 
bodies as well. Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they 
are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small 
member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members staining the 
whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. For every kind of beast 
and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, but no human 
being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 
 
• James goes on to describe the power of the tongue by using 3 different analogies; I love this 
because he drills deep to our source, the heart;  
 
 • Analogy 1: A bit for a horse controls the animal; making him obey and the one controlling 
the reigns decides the direction;  
 
 • Analogy 2: Ships that are massive are directed by a rudder; you may feel strong and secure 
but whatever makes you vulnerable brings destruction, taking you down;  
 
 • Analogy 3: A small spark causes a huge fire: 



 
• The 2 points here are (1) small things create some big damage and (2) when exposed, none of these 
examples expect to cause as much damage as they do; 
 
• You can say hard things, but in a helpful way;  
 
• Additionally, James says that the tongue is like a wild animal saying that we’re able to tame all 
sorts of wild animals except the tongue;  
 
• What and how you say matters; it’s time to stop using lame excuses on how and what language 
you use; stop being defensive; 
 
• You may not be going to hell, but you can unleash hell on someone by what you say 
 
James 3:9-12 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in 
the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things 
ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and saltwater? Can a 
fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh 
water.  
 
• The mouth reveals everything about you; we cannot change unless Jesus is leading;  
 
• Good things don’t produce bad things; one who is double-minded and inconsistent with the things 
of God in his heart will be double minded and inconsistent in his speech. 
 
 - “You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil 
person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give 
account for every careless word they speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words 
you will be condemned.” (Matthew 12:34-37)  
 
 - “Only a renewed heart can produce pure speech; and consistently (though not perfectly) pure 
speech is to be the product of a renewed heart.” (Hendrikus Berkhof)  
 
  What is making you bitter? What is it that you’re coveting? What idols rule your heart? 


