
Pure Religion  

  

James 1:26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives 
his heart, this person's religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
oneself unstained from the world. 
 

James 2:1-13 My brothers,[a] show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into 
your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay 
attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good 
place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my 
feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with 
evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in 
the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those 
who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who 
oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court?7 Are they not the ones who 
blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called? If you really fulfill the royal 
law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing 
well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 
guilty of all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” 
If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of 
liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs 
over judgment. 

 

26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, 
this person's religion is worthless.  

The First Test of Pure Religion is Controlling What You Say 

• You can either go down the path of building others up, and glorifying God  
 

• Or you can curse Him and tear others down 

10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers,[a]these things ought not 
to be so (James 3:10) 

45 The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil 
person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his 
mouth speaks.  (Luke 6:45) 

27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 
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The Second Test of Pure Religion is Faith in Action 

• Religion is about faith in action  
 

• It is action that glorifies God and serves the people He loves 
 

• We are to care for those that are the most vulnerable in our society and everyone 
in between as God calls us to 
 

• “Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 
    remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; 
cease to do evil, 
17 
    learn to do good; 

seek justice, 
    correct oppression; 
bring justice to the fatherless, 
    plead the widow's cause. (Isaiah 1:16-17) 

27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this…. to keep 
oneself unstained from the world. 

The Third Test of Pure Religion is Keeping Yourself Unspotted from the World 

• The mark of true religion is being redeemed by Jesus 
 

• Though we believers live in this world, we are citizens of the kingdom of God: 
 

• 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. (John 17:16) 
  

Pure Religion is Religion that is Put into Action  

• Showing partiality is sin 
 

• 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors 

 
• This sin of showing partiality or favoritism is lumped into the same category as 

adultery or murder 
 

• Sin is sin is sin 
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