
The Poor, The Rich, & The Godly  
 
James 1:9-11 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich in his humiliation, because 
like a flower of the grass he will pass away. For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the 
grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his 
pursuits. 
 
3 Things To Consider First 
 
• What does it mean to boast;  
 
 - The concept of boasting is that humans invariably imitate what they worship 
 
• We all have an expiration date; 
 
 - God is constantly calling out the false supports, idols, and false hopes because they 
eliminate a dependence upon him; 
 
 - This world, this time that we have is NOT intended to ultimately satisfy; it provides a 
glimpse and we participate in the glimpse of the kingdom of God.   
 
• James uses socio-economic statuses to point to godliness;  
 
4 Categories of People 
 
(1) Godly Poor, “the lowly” (v.9)— 
 
 - What does it mean to be “lowly”?  
 
 - How do you boast when you’re lowly?  
 
  (1) You can count it all joy in spite of your circumstance;  
 
   - “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you 
know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.” (James 1:2-3) 
 
  (2) Look to what Jesus has accomplished on the cross;  
 
  (3) Look at how the Father sees you--not where you are, but where you will be; your 
treasure is secure!  
 
  (4) We receive our identity from the Father, not the perception of the world around 
us; 
 
  (5) Do not allow the culture to determine your self-worth; 
 
(2) Ungodly Poor (i.e. laziness and false humility)--- 
 
 - Proverbs recognizes this person as a sluggard;  



 
 - This can also be poverty theology;  
 
(3) Godly Rich— 
 
 - If the goal is godliness (an underlying theme in this chapter), for the godly rich, then, this is 
a reminder of what to boast in as it produces two outcomes:  
 

(1) humility  
 

(2) humiliation 
 
 - It is not a bad thing to be wealthy, but pursuing godliness means that you live 
counter-culturally in spite of your socio-economic status;  
 
 - Remain steadfast in godly standards not materialistic ones;  
 
 - Your wealth is a gift not an achievement 
 

-  “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)   
 
(4) Ungodly Rich— 
 
 - The reason wealth is your treasure is because it’s an identity you can purchase (i.e. 
clothing, appearance, technology, etc.);  
 
 - Anything outside of Jesus is subject to loss and crisis (v.10-11) for identity can only 
be embraced as a gift from God;  
 
  - “Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from 
death.” (Proverbs 11:4)  

 
4 Things To Remember 
 
• Identity: look beyond the world’s evaluation to understand who you are and look to how God sees 
you— 
 - Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast 
in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he 
understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness 
in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the Lord.” (Jeremiah 9:23-24)   
 
• Boast: boast in who God is, who He says you are, and what He’s done for you— 
 
 - so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 1:31) 
 
• Rejoice: You can be joyful in spite of your circumstance because if you belong to Jesus, you have 
been given an inheritance— 
 



- “...an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who 
by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time.” (1 Peter 1:4-5)  
 

• Godliness: What you have been given is what has been granted, but the objective is not to boast in 
the perception of the world, but in what Jesus has done for you— 
 
- “Two things I ask of you; deny them not to me before I die: Remove far from me falsehood and lying; 
give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me, lest I be full and deny 
you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God.” (Proverbs 
30:7-9) 


