
James 1:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes in the 
Dispersion: Greetings. 

An Introduction--Who is James? 
• The epistle of James was written in the mid 40s and is referred to as the first letter of the New 
Testament 
 
• Depending on the historian or scholar, there are 3 options to look at for who James is:  
 
 (1) James is Jesus’ cousin;  
 
 (2) James is Jesus’ step-brother; 
 
 (3) James is Jesus’ brother 
 
• For the first two, there is no historical or biblical evidence to support those conclusions, but we do 
have biblical evidence to support that James was, in fact, Jesus’ brother;  
 
• The bible records that Jesus had, at least, 4 other brothers and at least 2 sisters; 
 
• You can learn a lot about Jesus by getting to know his family— 
 
 (1) “When when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, ‘He is out 
of his mind.’” (Mark 3:21) 
 
 (2) And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called 
him. And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are 
outside, seeking you.” (Mark 3:31-32) 
 
 (3) “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and 
Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. And Jesus said to them, “A 
prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his relatives in his own household.” 
(Mark 6:3-4)  
 
 (4) Now the Jews Feast of Booths was at hand. So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go 
to Judea, that your disciples may see the works you are doing. For no one works in secret if he seeks to 
be known openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the world.” For not even his brothers believed 
in him. (John 7:2-5) 
 
• Jesus’ family, which includes James, did not believe in him; Jesus was murdered for a reason: 
claiming to be God;  
 
• Many of you have been rejected by your family because you love, follow, and submit to Jesus; 
  
• Yet, something happens to James--where he goes from being a non-believer to a believer and 
servant of Jesus; there was a turning point-- 

 

 

 



 James, Jesus, and Conversion 
 
 (1) “Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.” (1 Corinthians 15:7)  
• What was that conversation like?  
 
• If anyone could confirm the resurrection of Jesus, it would have been James 
 
 (2) “All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.” (Acts 1:14)  
 
• The family of Jesus become Christians;  
 
James Ministry, and his Death 
 
• We can confirm, both historically and biblically, that James became a prominent leader in the 
church at Jerusalem;  
 
• Jerusalem was headquarters as missionaries were being sent out from there like Paul and 
Barnabas who were planting churches all over;  
 
• Upon planting churches, many Gentiles were becoming Christian and many church leaders were 
wondering what was going to happen, what the next steps were and the church elders at Jerusalem 
convened a meeting— 
 
 (1) And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related 
what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. After they finished speaking, 
James replied, “Brothers listen to me. Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take 
from them a people from his name. And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written, 
‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I 
will restore it, that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by 
my name, says the Lord, who makes these things known from of old.’” (Acts 15:12-18) 
 
• James rose to a prominent position of spiritual authority; men like Paul submitted themselves to 
James and history records that he was known as the “Bishop of Bishops.”  
 
• Later, Paul would write, confirm that James is (1) Jesus’ brother and (2) would refer to him as one of 
the “pillars” of the church, and (3) be affirmed by James;  

 
 (1) “Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him 
fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother.” (Galatians 1:19) 

 
 (2) “...and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that 
was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the 
Gentiles and they to the circumcised.” (Galatians 2:8-9) 

 
• James continued to lead, pastor, and love the church in Jerusalem but was tragically killed by the 
religious leaders; the same who murdered his brother Jesus;  



Why does any of this matter?  

 
• It matters because of the turning point James had in his life--that, at one point he did not believe in 
Jesus and upon seeing his brother resurrected, the king, something happened where he went from 
being a non-believer to a servant of Jesus;  
 
• In his opening statement, James refers to himself as a “servant” which translates to the Greek 
word “doulos” which means “slave”;  
 
• James would submit his entire life the the lordship of Jesus and as a slave he recognized that he 
was purchased by the blood of His savior, marked by what He believed, and that it would have an 
impact on every aspect of his life;  
 
• This matters because— 
 
 (1) for the Christian, the book of James is written primarily to Jewish Christians--people 
who know a lot about the Bible, but aren’t doing a lot. James, in his letter, is immensely practical 
because it is written to a people that have a lot of head knowledge about God, but show no evidence 
of fruit in their life. For many, James is going to encourage and exhort you; push you and make you 
feel uncomfortable because his aim is to take you from conviction to action— 
 
  --“The family of God is seen by the works of God.” 
 
 (2) for the non-Christian, James invites you, only through this letter but his testimony, to be 
a part of the family of God and you become a part of the family of God by turning from sin and 
trusting in Jesus. Who better to learn that from?  
 
• James is about our faith moving into action--by living our lives according to what we believe;  

 

 (1) “For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.” (Mark 3:35) 


