
The Kingdom Come in Our City 
 

Introduction and Review 
• Over the last 3 weeks, we have been in a series titled “Kingdom Come” which became very 
appropriate for our transition to our new locations in central McAllen 
 
• The main idea behind “Kingdom Come” was to be challenged as kingdom-minded individuals; 
conforming our will to God’s  
 
• We looked at what the kingdom is, the remedy for us as believers, growing as believers in the daily, 
and now we look to the mission 
 
• The main idea of our time today is that the mission is always people meeting Jesus and as we close 
our time in this series, we’ll seek to answer two questions: (1) who are we? (2) what do we do? 
 
• Remember this: distinct, declaration, and demonstration  
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 
• The message of our identity must always be talked about; we must always be reminded because we 
are quick to forget who we are and default to who we were;  
 
• Peter says that we are a distinct people; providing four (4) marks of distinction:  
 
 (1) Chosen race-- we have been sought by God, pursued, and adopted out of love; despite our 
background, what we’ve done, or where we’ve been we have been united under the banner of Christ 
 
 (2) A royal priesthood-- in the OT, the role of the priests was to prepare the way for people to 
meet God; Peter uses this OT language to tell us that our role as kingdom people is to prepare the way for 
people to meet Jesus making your role in ministry significant and your relationship with God precious 
  
 (3) A holy nation-- we have been chosen to be set apart; to live differently not because we’re 
perfect, but because we serve a perfect Jesus 
  
 (4) A people for His own possession-- we belong to God through the work of Jesus; our relationship 
with God has been reconciled, our identity has been redeemed, and as image bearers we have been 
restored through the person and work of Jesus; we didn’t earn our reconciliation 
 
• These are the marks of a distinct people; having a distinct identity leads to us operate out of that 
distinct identity--who we are and what we believe should shape how we live, how we declare the 
gospel 
  
• As a distinct people, we “proclaim the excellencies of Him who called us out of darkness and into His 
marvelous light”; what is darkness? Sin, rebellion, and shame; What is light? Redemption and having 
no shame 
  
• As a result of who we are, we declare the gospel to those who don’t know Jesus  



1 Peter 2:11-12 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, 
which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when 
they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation.  
 
• Peter continues with language of distinction (sojourners and exiles); our life on earth is merely our 
residence, but our citizenship is in heaven 
  
• We are called to be missionaries in our city; we learn the culture, the language, and the people, BUT  
 

(1) we do not compromise on our convictions and  
 

(2) we don’t develop escapes simply because the culture always changes  
 
• A result of distinctiveness and declaration is demonstration; works are a good thing! However, they 
are a RESULT of declaration and an opportunity for further demonstration 
  
• Works have a goal in mind; they are carried by mission and it’s not to impose things on people, but to 
introduce people to Jesus  
 
Final Thoughts 
• When everything comes together, when distinctiveness empowers declaration and results in 
demonstration, it creates mission and movement; without movement, mission cannot produce fruit; 
  
• There’s a reason we moved to central McAllen; just like Jesus moved into the culture and hung out 
with the people, we moved to the heart of the city as a church that is for the city--desiring to love our 
city and community physically, culturally, and spiritually;  
 
• We moved into central McAllen for the glory of His name--not ours  
 
• We partner with the Creative Incubator and Wilson Elementary not only because there are needs, but 
because the mission is people meeting Jesus 
 
• We develop group leaders, empower deacons, and raise other elders not because that’s what you do 
in a church, but because the mission is people meeting Jesus 
 
• We desire to see renewal and restoration in McAllen, not simply because it’s a good thing but because 
the mission is people meeting Jesus 
 
• We will plant churches and support church planting not simply because it’s good, but because the 
mission is people meeting Jesus 
  
• The mission is always people meeting Jesus 
 
 
 


