
The Kingdom Remedy: The Gospel 
 
 
Introduction 
 
• Insecurity does two things: 
 
 (1) kills intimacy; keeps you from being present and in the moment;  
 
 (2) breeds uncertainty; keeps you from being vulnerable;  
 
• Insecurity directly affects our relationship with God, others, and our understanding of the gospel 
because we have an insecurity of our sin and how He views us; 
 
• Insecurity will lead us to believe a false gospel; that God’s acceptance is based on morals and 
religious performance;  
 
• What is your relationship with God based on?  
 
 - Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all 
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:26-28) 
 
• When God created man, He took his time and was intentional; man was created to be distinct;  
 
• Genesis 1 and 2 is the reality of shalom (complete and peace);  
 
• The heart of Genesis 3 is that we wanted to be like God--we did not want to worship the Creator, 
rather we chose to exchange the truth about God for a lie; 
 
• In Genesis 3 is God on mission not only to rescue and restore us, but to transform our hearts;  
 
 - “The human heart is an idol factory.” (John Calvin)  
 
• Before asking what we must do to seek restoration for our hearts, we must first understand why 
we have a heart issue;      

 
Mark 7:14-23 And He called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and 
understand: There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the things 
that come out of a person are what defile him.” And when he had entered the house and left the 
people, his disciples asked him about the parable. And he said to them, “Then are you also without 
understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile him, 
since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) 
And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from within, out of the heart of 
man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, 
sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a 
person.”  



• In this passage of Scripture, the Pharisees believe that if you didn’t wash your hands or ate 
something that was deemed “unclean,” your soul would also become unclean; 

 
• Jesus comes and says that what is external isn’t what makes you unclean, rather it’s the internal. 
In other words, Jesus says that it’s not your external activities that defile, instead it’s your heart; 

  
• You’re not a sinner because you sin, you sin because you’re a sinner;  

 
• What does the gospel have to do with our hearts? Our shalom?  

 
• The goal is not behavior modification but heart transformation— 

 
 - “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will 
scarcely die for a righteous person--though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die--but 
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have 
now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if 
while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more now that we are 
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ through whom we have now received reconciliation.” (Romans 5:6-11)  

 
• You can be free from insecurity because of what Jesus has done;  

The Remedy 
 
• What must we do to transform our hearts?  
 
• We must embrace and extend the gospel, not religious morality;  
 
• If we do not embrace and extend the gospel, then it becomes old news and then it is assumed. 
Once the gospel is assumed, it is lost;  
 
• Through the Holy Spirit, the gospel that transforms our hearts and our motivations which means 
that we can joy regarding what Jesus has done in spite of our sin; 
 
• Upon receiving a changed heart, our motivation is now putting sin to death and wanting more of 
Jesus 
 
 - And Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid, you have done all this evil. Yet do not turn 

aside from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart. And do not turn aside after 

empty things that cannot profit or deliver, for they are empty. For the Lord will not forsake his people, 

for his great name’s sake, because it has pleased the Lord to make you a people for himself.” (1 Samuel 

12:20-22) 


