
Soli Deo Gloria (“To The Glory of God Alone”) 

 

Background and Review 
 
• The 5 Solas has been a series that served as an opportunity to preach and teach 5 doctrines 
that are rooted in gospel centered theology; communicating what we believe as a church; 
 
• The 5 Solas are 5 Latin phrases that came out of the 16th Protestant Reformation; a 
movement that began with a man known as Martin Luther and the nailing of the “95 Theses” to 
the door of the Wittenberg Castle in Germany;  
 
• These theses served as an attempt to academically challenge the teachings of the pope of the 
Roman Catholic Church;  
 
• The Reformation wasn’t meant to be a division within the church, but a revival. Yet, after 
several years amidst the reformation, the Catholic Church directly opposed the doctrines taught 
and presented by the reformers like Martin Luther;  
 
• We began our time in this series with Sola Scriptura (“Scripture Alone”) as the foundation 
where we believe that (1) the Word of God is our ultimate and final authority and (2) in order to 
encounter and engage God, we must saturate ourselves in the pages of Scripture;  
 
• We then unpacked 3 pillars that stand on top of Sola Scriptura: (1) Sola Fide which teaches 
that God accepts us on the condition of faith alone and not merit or obedience, (2) Sola Gratia 
which teaches that we did nothing to earn our salvation, rather it was a gift of God, and (3) 
Solus Christus which teaches that salvation is only made possible through Jesus Christ alone;  
 
• Today, we visit, what many refer to as “the glue that sustains all of the solas,” Soli Deo Gloria 
(To the Glory of God Alone);  
 
Psalm 115:1 Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness! 
 
• Examining the doctrine of Soli Deo Gloria, we will unpack two big questions: (1) How does 
God reveal His glory? And (2) How do we bring God glory?  

 
How does God reveal His glory?  
 
1.) God reveals His glory as Creator--- 
 
 • He speaks creation into existence;  
 
 • Creation exists to magnify and reflect His glory 
 
• This means we have a significant purpose: that our aim is to be a reflector of God and to 
magnify His glory through faith in Jesus Christ— 
 
• Bringing glory to God is an indication of our identity AND who we belong to--it’s a reflection of 
who God is and what He has done (refer to Psalm 115:1)-- 



 - “Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his 
people, and the sheep of his pasture.” (Psalm 100:3)  
 
• The weightiness of who God as Creator sets the tone for His significance-- 

 
2.) God reveals His glory through salvation--- 
 
 • God is love AND just which means that He exercises divine mercy and divine 
judgement; 
 
• His mercy is divine in that He sends His son to die on a cross for sinners, paying our debt so 
that we would NOT receive what we deserve and gifts us His grace (unmerited favor) so that we 
receive what we do NOT deserve; 
 
  - “I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not 
remember your sins.” (Isaiah 43:25) 
 
• He exercises divine judgment in that what we desire is sin and rebellion; many will receive 
what they have earned and worked for: eternal punishment and separation from God.   
 
 - (1) The question for the believer isn’t “how could God send people to hell?” rather, 
“how could God love a wretched sinner like me?”; 
 
 - (2) When it comes to the doctrine of salvation, the glory of God is is protected because 
it is He who acts and not us;  
 
  - “Simply put, the fact that salvation is by faith alone, grace alone, and Christ 
alone, without any meritorious contribution on our part, ensures that all glory is God’s and not 
our own.” - David Vandrunen 
 
• The reason the glory of God is an issue for many (that is, that God receives all of the glory and 
attention) is because at the heart of this matter is that we aren’t receiving it for ourselves. 
 
• The purpose of the glory of God is that God receives all of the glory for His sake, not ours.  
 
  - “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your 
sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name…” (Ezekiel 
36:22)  
 
3.) God reveals His glory through our worship-- 
• When we come to an understanding of who God is and what He has done, we lift up His name 
in worship through praise, singing, and adoration;  
 
 - “Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! Sing to the Lord, bless 
his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his 
marvelous works among all the peoples!” (Psalm 96:1-3)  
 
 
 
 



How do we glorify God (our response)?  

 
1.) Appreciation: This isn’t thinking of God as having done us a “solid,” rather holding Him with 
the highest esteem; great admiration; nothing comes close to the beauty of Jesus. An 
admiration that shapes our convictions; how we view God communicates what we believe about 
God-- 
 - “...but you, O Lord, are on high forever.” (Psalm 92:8)  
 
2.) Worship: (1) Corporately--collectively praising and worshipping God through song, 
sacraments, and the preached word;  and (2) Personally-- this isn’t only singing, but in 
everything that you do, bring glory to God; offering ourselves as living sacrifices— 

 
 - “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 
Corinthians 10:31)  
 
3.) Affection: This is a love for God; a love that is rooted in faith; love is active and faith is not 
blind; our love for God is a testimony that our heart belongs to God; God does not want your 
sacrifices if your heart is not in it; God wants your heart because that is the whole of self--- 

 
 - “This is to love God indeed; the heart is set upon God, as a man’s heart is set upon his 
treasure.” (Thomas Watson) 

 
 - “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might.” (Deuteronomy 6:5) 

 
4.) Obedience: That if you belong to God, then obey His commands because you are loved not 
to earn His love;  
 
5.) Proclamation: We glorify God when we proclaim His excellencies; when we declare and 
demonstrate His saving work— 
 
 - “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9) 
 
Final Thoughts 
• We fail at bringing glory to God daily;  
• How is any of this possible when we’ll drop the ball in an hour? Tomorrow? 
• We can bring God glory through faith in Jesus Christ; our works are acceptable by God 
because of the finished work of Jesus! 
 
 - “And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6) 
 
• It is through Jesus that we are redeemed, forgiven, cleansed, and made new and to that end, 
all of the glory belongs to God and God alone. Amen.  


