
Solus Christus (“By Christ Alone”) 

 
Background on The Five Solas Series 
• The 16th century protestant reformation birth 5 Latin phrases that represented biblical gospel-centered 
theology; 
 
• We begun our series with Sola Scriptura; teaching that we believe that the Word of God is our ultimate and final 
authority; through the Word of God we evaluate everything;  
 
• We then looked at Sola Fide and the doctrine of justification by faith alone; God accepts us on the condition of 
faith alone and not our merit or works;  
 
• Last week, we looked at Sola Gratia and salvation as a gift of God; that is, saving grace and as a gift of God, there is 
nothing we have done to earn or work for our salvation; something no one case boast in; 
 
• Additionally, we looked at the role of grace through a new identity and through transformation; through grace we 
are given a new heart and a new mind;  
 
• Today, we visit Solus Christus (“Christ Alone”); Sola Fide and Sola Gratia come from the understanding and 
affirmation of Solus Christus;  
 
• At the heart of Solus Christus, we find the cross; the argument behind this doctrine deals with the person and 
work of Jesus;  
 
Colossians 1:15-23 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all 
things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And 
he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might 
be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. And you, who once were alienated 
and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present 
you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not 
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of 
which I, Paul, became a minister.   
 

1. Jesus is the image of God— 
 
 - “...whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” (John 14:9) 
 

• God enters human history as Jesus Christ and He accurately reflects the character of the Father; 
 
• Often, in order to know or understand God, we look toward representations of what God is like (i.e. creation);  
 
• We cannot fully understand and know who God is through only general revelation, but we need special revelation;  
 
• General revelation comes from observing nature, seeing God’s influence throughout history, and through a 
knowing of His existence;  
 
• Special revelation comes from all the words of Scripture;  
 

2. Jesus rules over creation— 
 
• The argument in this section of Scripture is that Jesus is created not Creator;  



 
• The word “firstborn” can mean two things: (1) “firstborn” can imply birth order--that of who the eldest is or (2) 
“firstborn” implies designation to first rank, of authority;  
 
 - “And I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.” (Psalm 89:27) 
 
• In this opening passage, Paul is setting the tone for not only who Jesus is, but that Jesus must be first in all things; 
 
3.) Jesus is Creator— 
 
• Paul places all things into two categories and because everything is created by Jesus, it means that all things 
belong to Jesus and because all things belong to Jesus all things will give an account for Jesus;  
 
• Jesus rules over not only that which we can see but also that which we cannot see;  
 
• Jesus as Creator allows us to enjoy creation and too often we appreciate and worship the gift rather than the giver 
of the gift;  
 
4.) Jesus is eternal and sustainer— 
 
• Jesus’ life didn’t begin at his birth of the virgin Mary--that was God entering into human history; God is outside of 
time--He is before all things: 
 
• Jesus is eternal in light of His life, death, AND resurrection--He beat death!  
 
• Jesus is not only Creator, eternal, but also sustains all things;  
 
• Deism is the belief that God exists and after creating all things is distant and absent rather than relational and 
involved;  
 
 - “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 
word of his power….” (Hebrews 1:3)  
 
• This is GREAT news--this means that I can take things out of my hands and entrust them into Jesus’ hands;  
 
• The question, here, is what is it that you’re not trusting Jesus with?  
 
5.) Jesus is the head of the church— 
 
• The church is the bride of Christ; Jesus is devoted to His church, Jesus loves His church, Jesus died for the church 
and will one day reclaim His bride;  
 
• This does not mean that the church is perfect, but that we serve a perfect Jesus;  
 
• Additionally, this means that as the head, we aim to serve Jesus as a body;  
 
 - “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ.” (1 Corinthians 12:12)  
 
• The church, today, is seen with consumerism and transactional— 
 
6.) Jesus is alive— 
 
• Jesus is alive; upon entering human history and dying on cross paying the penalty for our sins, He resurrected, 
beating death!  



 
• This is the heart and hope that the gospel brings to us--that Jesus is alive;  
 
• He is the firstborn from the dead--not only does Jesus beat death, but He is the trailblazer for us to see what lies 
beyond this life;  
 
• At some point, we will die and if you belong to Jesus you will be with Jesus, eternally in HIs presence;  
 
7.) The fullness of God— 
 
• God upon entering into his creation as Jesus was pleased;  
 
• The dwelling place of God was no longer the temple, but is now Jesus;  
 
• Jesus is God;  
 
8.) Jesus reconciles— 
 
• Apart from Jesus, we are not at peace with God;  
 
 - “Sin is cosmic treason.” - R.C. Sproul  
 
• We cannot have the peace of God and we cannot be at peace with God because through sin, we have declared war 
against God;  
 
• Peace can only be obtained if the transgressions are dealt with;  
 
• Jesus dies on a cross and pays for our sins and reconciles (brings us into relationship) with Him; we are given 
access to the Father through Jesus;  
 
• Either the Savior pays for your sins at the cross or you pay for your sins in eternal punishment and separation 
from God;  
 
• Jesus talked about hell more than anyone; the question isn’t “how could God send people to hell?” rather “how 
could God love me?”  
 
9.) Jesus is Redeemer and Savior— 
 
• This final section, Paul summarizes two things: who we were and who we are now and on the last day;  
 
• Before meeting Jesus, our head, heart, and hands are in opposition to God;  
 
• After meeting Jesus, we are given a new mind, a new heart, and we worship God with our hands;  
 
• Who we say we are will be revealed in the last day--do not shift from the hope that is in the gospel, but remain 
steadfast;  
 
• Evaluate your life and relationship with Jesus;  
 
• One day, Jesus will return and every knee will bow--some will bow in light of His authority and others will bow in 
light of worship and salvation;  
 
• Jesus offers you salvation--out of his kindness, mercy, and grace he freely offers you salvation; the next time we 
see Jesus will be in all His glory-- 

 


