
The Authority of Jesus and Discipleship  

 

Matthew 28:18 Ad Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me.” 
 
• Jesus has been given “all authority” and before we unpack how this impacts us, we must first 
answer two other questions:  
 

(1) Who has given Jesus this authority?  
 

(2) What does having this authority mean?  
 
• Who has given Jesus authority?  
 
--The Father has given Jesus authority--not that He didn’t already have it, but in light of His 
incarnation, finished work on the Cross as Redeemer, and that He is seated at the right hand of 
the Father.  
 
 - “When Jesus had spoken these words, He lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, 
‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given 
him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.’” (John 17:1-2) 
 
 - “...that He worked in Christ when He raised him from the dead and seated Him at His 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.” (Ephesians 
1:20-21)  

 
• What does this authority mean?  
 
--That God is totally sovereign. The sovereignty of God isn’t that God can or potentially rules 
and acts, but that He actually does rule and has full authority to act. 
 
 (1) Creator: “All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing 
made that was made.” (John 1:3) 
 
 (2) Sustainer: “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of His power.” (Hebrews 1:3)  
 
 (3) Rule over Satan: “And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among 
themselves, saying ‘What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey Him.” (Mark 1:27)  
 
 (4) Sin: “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures.” (1 Corinthians 15:3)  
 
 (5) New Life: “And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I 
will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” (Ezekiel 36:26)  
 



 
 (6) Death: “‘O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” (1 
Corinthians 15:55-58) 

 
 (7) The mission of the church: “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18)  

 
• What does this authority give us (impact)?  

 
--It gives us hope; hope that God can change hearts and that we, the church, are empowered 
by the Holy Spirit and His grace to go--- 
 
 - “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 
1:8)  
 
Matthew 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

 
• The translation of “Go” is meant as “as you are going.” You are called to be a missionary in 
your city; in this context, it becomes less about additional things to add to your schedule and 
more about intentionality with your schedule; 

 
• What makes discipleship unique is that the extraordinary happens in the ordinary 
 
 - “Every Christian is either a missionary or an imposter.” (Charles Spurgeon) 
 
• As missionaries, we must seek to ask about the daily rhythms with people in McAllen; where 
are the people hanging out and what are they doing; 
 
 - “If we don’t disciple people, the culture will.” (Alan Hirsch) 
 
• What did it look like for Jesus to “go”? He moved in.  
 
 - “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…” (John 1:14) 
 
• What is discipleship? And what is a disciple?  
 
--Discipleship is meeting people where they’re at and taking them where Jesus wants them to 
be; 
 - “So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us.” (1 
Thessalonians 2:8) 



--A disciple is someone who surrenders everything and worships Jesus, is transformed by 
Jesus, obeys Jesus, and replicates 

 
• Why is discipleship important? (2 reasons)  
 
--It is through the life of the church in community that God reveals Himself (Ephesians 3); 
 
-- The Great Commission is designed to lead you away from comfort, convenience, and 
consumerism and empowers you, as you’ve been called by God, to make the name of Jesus 
famous among those who do not know Jesus; 

 
 

 
Final Thoughts 

 
• All authority has been given to Jesus in heaven and on earth and we, as the church, have 
been empowered to be on mission, in our city for the fame of Jesus, to make disciples;  

 
• This week, how can you be faithful to the words of Jesus?  

 
• He is with you always; 

 
• Our ministry isn’t over until our last breath. 

 

 


