
Of Most Importance 

 

1 Corinthians 15:1-2 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which 
you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word 
I preached to you-- unless you believed in vain. 

 
• Christians are forgetful. We forget the truth and are quick to believe a lie on who we are and 
who God is. We need to be reminded through the preached word to us and by preaching to 
ourselves; 

 
 - “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the 
garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:15-16) 

 
 - ‘He [the serpent] said to the woman, ‘Did God actually say, “you shall not eat of any 
tree in the garden.”?’ (Genesis 3:1) 

 
• The gospel is good news not simply good advice. In our forgetfulness, we are quick to look to 
the left and right rather than than the truth that is found in the gospel of Jesus;  

 
• The gospel must be preached--God reveals Himself through Scripture and what we see from 
the beginning is that He speaks creation into existence; the word of God is that powerful, it 
sustains all things;  

 
 - “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power.” (Hebrews 1:3) 

 
• The gospel is received meaning that this begins with you; if you belong to Jesus, we are called 
to stand on what we have received. Christ may have crushed the power of sin, but its presence 
still lingers so we hold the line;  

 
 - “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor 
of God that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.” (Ephesians 6:10-11) 

 
• Salvation is a constant process. The Bible teaches that Jesus set aside His deity, dwelt among 
us, and died in our place for our sins so now when the Father looks down at you and me, He 
sees Jesus--Martin Luther calls this the “great exchange” that in our place He stood condemned 
and took our sin and because of His work and righteousness, we are counted as righteous--this 
is called justification. And as we grow and mature as Christians, we are sanctified, our hearts 
and minds are renewed--this is called sanctification.  



 
• The gospel is the truth that we received in the past, it’s the truth that we presently stand on, 
and it is the future that we cling to; that one day Jesus will return to claim His bride, the church.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:3-7 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are 
still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  

 
• Paul says that the gospel is “of first importance.” Today, information is constantly be updated 
and uploaded; people are passionate about information, but want truth. Jesus and His gospel is 
the most important thing you can hold to;  

 
• Paul says that he also received this message--the Gospel is timely; that is, that while creative 
methods for delivering the gospel may change, the centrality of the message is unchanging;  

 
• Jesus died. He died and conquered sin, Satan, and death and rose on the 3rd day--we 
proclaim and practice the message of the gospel because Jesus is alive! Paul’s argument is that 
Jesus is alive and that those who witnessed are still living; for us this is the foundation of our 
belief--that Jesus is alive and because of this, your sins can be forgiven because of His death 
on the cross and because He is alive you can have a redeemed life; 

 
• The Bible points to and is about Jesus (“accordance with the Scriptures”); the message of the 
gospel is for you, but it’s not about you--it’s about Jesus.  

  

1 Corinthians 15:8-11 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am 
the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 
God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 
me. Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.  

 
• Paul was a Pharisee; oversaw the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7); gives his testimony in 
Philippians: 

  
 - “...circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless.” (Philippians 3:5-6) 

 
• The grace of Jesus not only saves those who have never heard the gospel proclaimed, but the 
self righteous sitting in the church: 

 



 
• The grace of God not only saves us, but makes us new; you’re not simply a better person, but 
a new creation.  

 
• The grace of God not only forgives us when we fail, but empowers us to be the person we 
can’t be on our own; empowers us to say No to sin; to live a life for Jesus; 

 
• And it is because of the grace of God that we, as a church, are moving forward; empowered by 
the Holy Spirit to make disciples and have a desire to plant churches in McAllen;  

 

Final Thoughts 
 
• The gospel begins with you and your conviction; not a borrowed faith from your parents, 
tradition of church attendance, or morality as a “good person.” The grace of Jesus is calling you 
right now--surrender yourself before Jesus, repent of your sin, and join us on mission; 
 
• And the mission is simple: it’s people meeting Jesus, getting filled with the Holy Spirit, and by 
His grace empowered to see our city and culture renewed, seeing lives redeemed, and that the 
gospel is proclaimed!  
 


